Tardigrade specimens were mounted on slides in polyvinyl lactophenol and examined using phase microscopy (Nikon Eclipse 50i). Specimens from Lee County, Florida, identified in Meyer (2008) as Milnesium tardigradum Doyère, 1840, were reexamined.
Specimens were measured using imaging software (NIS-Elements D 2.30, SPI). The pt index, expressed as a percentage, is the ratio of the length of a given structure to that of the buccal tube (Pilato 1981) . Morphometric analysis and terminology follow the recommendations of Tumanov (2006) for claws and Michalczyk et al. (2012a Michalczyk et al. ( , 2012b for the buccal tube and associated structures. Morphometric data were handled using the Apochela ver. 1.0 template available from the Tardigrada Register (www.tardigrada.net/register). In type descriptions, pt indices are put in bracketed italics. Body length was measured from the mouth to the posterior end, excluding hind legs. Buccal tube length and the insertion point of the stylet supports were measured from the anterior margins of the stylet sheaths; the posterior end of the buccal tube was taken as the point where the wall had thinned to the extent that outer and inner buccal tube diameter were no longer distinguishable. Buccal tube width was measured at the external diameter at 3 points: anterior, standard (at the point of stylet support insertion), and posterior (at the point where the buccal tube wall starts to thin and curve inwards). Lengths of primary and secondary branches of claws were measured as illustrated in Tumanov (2006) .
Comparisons between the new species and other species are based on literature descriptions and 2 paratypes of Milnesium reticulatum Pilato, Binda and Lisi, 2002 .
TAXONOMIC ACCOUNT
Milnesium lagniappe sp. n.  Table 1) DIAGNOSIS.-A Milnesium of the Milnesium granulatum group (sensu Michalczyk et al. 2012a Michalczyk et al. , 2012b (Fig. 1A) , each with reticulated pattern of irregular polygons with diameter 0.7-1.3 m (Fig. 1B) . Dorsal gibbosities absent. Eyes not visible in mounted specimen. Two lateral and 6 peribuccal papillae present. Buccal apparatus of the Milnesium type (Fig. 1C) . Four peribuccal lamellae around the mouth visible with phase contrast microscopy. Buccal tube cylindrical (posterior : anterior width ratio 95%). Pharyngeal bulb elongated, pear-shaped, and without placoid or septulum.
Claws of the Milnesium type ( Figs REMARKS.-Morphometric data and summary statistics for the holotype and 14 female paratypes are given in ; Fig. 3) ; the size range of individual polygons is the same in both small and large specimens. Two exuvia were found with 13 and 8 eggs with smooth surfaces.
Males have proportionately larger secondary claws in legs 1 and 2 than females. External/anterior claw ranges in 3 males, body length 346-425 mm: claw 1 primary branch 11. 5-14.6 mm [45.8-61.3 the new species from Florida all had eyes, but the eyes were visible in only one paratype from Louisiana.
In Lake Charles and SHJSP, specimens of Milnesium lagniappe sp. n. were in several instances found in the same samples as an undescribed Milnesium sp. n. with claw configuration [3-3]-[3-3] .
DIFFERENTIAL DIAGNOSIS.-Most species of Milnesium have 6 peribuccal lamellae, differentiating them from Milnesium lagniappe sp. n., which has only 4 visible with phase contrast microscopy. Only M. reticulatum, a species from the Seychelles Islands (Pilato et al. 2002) , and M. tetralamellatum Pilato and Binda, 1991 , from Tanzania and the Seychelles (Pilato and Binda 1991) , share this characteristic. The new species has a proportionately wider buccal tube than M. tetralamellatum (pt 49.1 in a 645-mm specimen of M. tetralamellatum and pt 63.4-77.9 in the new species) with a more posterior stylet support insertion point (pt 62.0-64.4 in M. tetralamellatum, pt 69.7-73.4 in M. lagniappe sp. n.). Moreover, the new species can be distinguished from M. tetralamellatum in having 9 sculptured transverse bands rather than a smooth cuticle.
Both Milnesium lagniappe and M. reticulatum have 9 bands wherein the cuticle has a reticular design with irregular polygons. The new species lacks the gibbosities found in M. reticulatum. It also reaches a much larger size than M. reticulatum (maximum length 405 mm in M. reticulatum, 760 mm in M. lagniappe sp. n.). Milnesium lagniappe sp. n. differs from M. reticulatum in having a more posterior stylet support insertion point, albeit with some slight overlap (pt 68.5-69.8 in M. reticula tum, pt 69.7-73.4 pt 63.4-73.4 in the new species), and proportionally longer claws (e.g., claw 2 external primary branch pt 33. 2-36.6 in M. reticulatum, pt 51.7-63.5 in M. lagniappe sp. n.). ETYMOLOGY.-The specific name lagniappe (pronounced lán-yap) is a noun in apposition. In Louisiana French a lagniappe is an "unexpected benefit." The name was chosen because the specimens in Louisiana were collected as part of an urban ecology study.
DISCUSSION
The addition of M. lagniappe sp. n. to the fauna of Louisiana and Florida raises the number of tardigrade species recorded in those states to 20 and 21, respectively. Michalczyk et al. (2012a Michalczyk et al. ( , 2012b ) divided species of Milnesium into the tardigradum group, with smooth cuticles, and the granulatum group, with sculptured (reticulated) cuticles. The presence of dorsal and lateral bands of reticulation on M. lagniappe sp. n. clearly places it in the granulatum group. samples in Lake Charles. Giovanni Pilato kindly loaned 2 specimens of Milnesium reticulatum for comparative purposes.
